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Office of ll&r Infomation t._.. • • ..{_ 

Dear Harold: 

This is the way it is-

Th~re are so::e here who wer e 1n !'aria who say, "This is the way ~ance 
-.ms , before the collapse. • '!here are oth~>rs who were 1n ->incapore who say, 
It•s just. like lAla:fB, before we ..-ent .• I suspect it ' s not quit.e like either 
of these th1nca, but slnply like Au~tralis before tho fall of Australia, if 
the Japs decide to attack . 

I have been a ll over norr, and I have talked to a ~:reat nunbcr of people. 
There is shockin3 disunity, there is a fatalisti c depr ession that is almost 
solid, and it the Japs landed tomorr ow t he crea.t majority of ••u~tralians would 
j ust turn ovor and play dead . Tho atmosphere reminds me of \,aehington 1n 
February, 1932. I don ' t knorr what has turned this once accresaive, fif:}lt ift> 
nation into whD.t 1t is norr . 'lhorc are probabl ;- many 1nterlockine reasons , 
s=e which J!il<e wi.ll out.line in this letter, sooe ot nh..•t I •ll try to indicate 
here . Only the ADerican troops , and tno~e A us trallan troops actually fightine 
or ny1ne, hllve escaped t"le gen,.ral dis1nte:;ration of spirit . 

It probably had its beginnin~ in the b1 tternsss of old political wounds . 
for a long tice there bas been no stront and altogether po!)ular national 
l eadership . There is no one wholly trusted , inspiring national leader n<m. 

Sin3aporo was Australia• s t.!aginot Line , and because of ~1neapot·e Austr elU1 
r:as possessed ot a eo:nplete I aainot mentality . It still eY.iots, except in 
place of Sineopore say t:a.cArthur . "ustralia has not y"t learned that the de­
fense of Australia does not lle u;-<>n ita nhores , but upon t!te islands that 
stand between Australia and JaJlln, and upon the l.liddle .. .a.st, c.nd upon !:!anti, 
and >.'i th the Anerican ncct. 

It is because of this !'.a!linot aentality that halt of t h .. AU!Itralian Armlt 
cannot, by law, be sent out of Australian territory. '!he Ulitis is tied to 
this eontin•nt . It is theref ore wedded to inac1Js 1ty, and barrack and tar.n 
lite, and all their evils . Since the Australian !J:1perial Forces have been 
called beck f r 0111 the l:iddle East, thoy too rot within the confines of the country. 

I 8111 very tearful tbat !:acArthur 1 a OIIQ, in their anxiety to accwmlln tc 
sufficient for ces to launch an offensive !roc Australia-- and tram Australia 
and under J.li,cA.rthur alone- have nided the L:aeinot point of view. 11hen I was 
in llrisbane, talkin < to l!acAr thur ' s enbittered staffers, they didn• t like it 
when I pointed out that Australia was, at the r:oaent, oo1na defended not by 
any ecCU!!IUla tion or troops and ,. terisl her e , but by the l(arinos in the 
Sola::wns, and our for ces in Kew caledonia and the Fiji Islands, and all the 
other islands 1n the Pacific not under l'acArthur•t eotll!And. 
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.;~inco vtc nevor met t:acArthur ltimsel f , we cannot report his personal views . 
Gut l'.'o can r eport t ho views of th~ nember s of his staff to whom we talked , and 
Ttho are fiercely loyal to ~c/,rthur pers onally, and who reflect HacArthur . 

They feel that ?.:acArthur has been "double- crossed" by o~ashin{lton . 'M>.ey 
say he 'Has promised certain forces nnd equipment, and that he has not r eceived 
them. 'M>ey are , in my estimation, a complet ely self- centered lot . To them the 
whole world revolves around GHQ, Brisb.:lne . 'M>is may be common to all General 
Staffs of an A. E. F. I don•t ~Jlow . I never saw one before . 

A few days after we arrived in Australia, the paper s !>lasted a story -
obviously planted bccnu•o of its unanimi ty - quotin~ unnamed official sources 
as saying that only a mer e trickle of Amer i ca n troops was norr arrivine , that 
only one- sixth of the f orces under !:acArthur•s command were Americans , and 
that the materiel sent to Australia repr esented only thcee days of America ' s 
production capacity . That story - and the ones that follo11ed it - -numbed 
Australia . 

I .. -as surprised »hen newspaper publishe r s told us the story had been put 
out by GHQ . I had suspected the Austr alian gowrnmen t . It didn• t seem possible 
until I heard it f rom t he lips of Col onel Diller, MacArthur • ~ pr ess chief. Yes , 
he had r elea sed the story. 

He said he did it to ret~ove all the oisconceptions that had grovm up in 
the minds of the Australians - who believed that UscArthur had hundr eds of 
thousands of Amer i can troops and great quantit ies of materiel , and should begin 
an offensive . This rnay be t r ue . But I know that the eff ect of the story, back 
hoce , must have been pr essure upon the go vernm :nt to send more forces to 
Australia . 

Personally, I don't think MacArthur rlll ever have enough troops to d efend 
Australia , He may have enough to capture Tokyo . 

In any case, t he psychological damaee has been done here . In our opinion, 
we can no longer emphasize pr oduction f igures when talkin(! to Australia . It 
only increases their depression . In our opinion we should tell hoc In ' •""••• 
Australia- and keep tell ins • em - t he same story t hat we had to tell America 
bef ore the v;a r - t.':lat t.'le def ense of a continen t does not l ie upon i t s shores , 
but upon the furthest point away f rom i ts shores wher e you can come to grips 
wi th the eneey. 

\'le must t ell ther.. that every pl M e and gun used agains t Japan in action 
anywhere in the Pacific i s of far greater use to Mstr alia than a ffWl or pl ane 
in Aus t ralia, and not shootin{; or flying . Further, we must contr i ve t o tell 
this story officially, 

After "inga por e fell, Australia was in a blue ~. Australia had been a 
sOAll boy fle>:l.ng his muscles and challenginfl a big bully, but knowing all 
the time that his bii br other stood betv1cen the bully and himself . Suddenly 
bi g brother collapses. The kid wants to i 'l.tn, but he •s in a corner, and he•s 
in panic , 
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Then ~cArt.- ur Clll!le , and the spirit of 1-ustr&lia soared swiftly as H 

had fallen. I suppose everyone ever did the idea that .1merican mii!ht had 

c001e to the rescuo, and AustraliA was saved. It was a new U.ginot Une, 

and Australia took collfortable re~e behind it. But now wveryone in 

Australia knows Ulat z.:acArthur i s dissati&fied and per haps bitter becau&e 

he bas been unable to build no grea t offensive force here . 

And acain ·•ustralia is daud with apprehendon, stran;;ely lllixed with 

apo.thy . Australia is like the bird po.ralyzed by the snake- but &or.Jchaw 

sura that tho Great \lhite Chief will ld.ll the snake before it strikes . 

tie don•t know, of course, haw much will be sent out here . BUt we are 

certain that only the Austr aliano, b)• a maximum offort and the r evitalization 

of its~, can savo Australia . And we have a plan , which I'll outline later 

in this letter. First I want to tell you ,.,.at we fOWld in Brisbane, and how 

we were r eceived . 

~ In tho first place, l'lhen we arrived in Brisbane Tre found that GHQ had heard 

vai!Uely about the r:r.rr., but that they knew nothin:; of our wcrl< . I think they 

put us down as just another !lew Deal aeency . I can describe their general 

attitude as very suspicious , and at tilms host iln. I think that they are 

at the =ant suspicious of everythin& that cooes out of 1' ashincton . They 

probably said, "''le want airplanes- and they send us propagandi:stSI• 

VIe were turned over to Col onel Llerle ..cni th (who at ono time was an Assis­

tant Secre tary of ste te . ) In addition to the officers brought with him fro= 

the Phillppincs, ~eral l~c:Arthur has what I cl<;ht call political officers . 

ihore is , f or instance, Hanford L!c!lider, just elevated to a General "fficer . 

JJlYYI&y, t.!erle Smith read our dir ectives, anj talkod with us for some titr.e , 

He expressed :surprise that we had been ecpowered to cooperate w1 th the 

Australian r over=ent in the conduct of poll tical. and psycholo6ical warfare 

against the enemy. 

It was his understandin<;, he said, that propaganda and psychological warfare 

wa:s to be supervised not lr/ the ern but b~ the Joint Chiefs of Staffs. Ho thought 

tho OSS had somethine to d o Trith it. At ono point he awked us- just as man to 

mn, you know - whether it wasn't true that the 0111 ani Donovan•s organization 

weren't havinc; a f i r;ht over propacanda . r.e urged him to rend tho executive order 

creatint r:f!fl , He said, •But bas 1t been superseded by now?• ole said we didn ' t 

know an.vthi.ng about it. 
ilell, ho introduced us to General ~therland, J.:aeArthur • s quef of Staff. 

l!e said 1t had been decided that. GIIQ had decided not to cooperate w1 th anyone 

actively in propeeand4 against t he one:ey, since they felt it was strictly a 

civilian function . He :~aid GHQ would help us rnako a survey of radio fneilities , 

listening habits, otc . of the .\m~<rican troops in Australia . It ':as agreed that 

I 110uld eo to the principal enca"'P'onts, and find out the facts about reception, 

facilitio:s, what . .norican and r..ustralitl.n stations could bo hoard best at what 

hours, the reactions of the troops to our news shO'.YS, and tho prol)rruns we and 

the Arr:!y aro producine especially for tho troops , and all the r ost of it. 

But after l!il<e nnt back to Sydney, strange difficulties becan to arise . 

Colonel Di.ller told me "transportation m1s too difficult . " He said 

officers in the f ield wero •too buoy tra1 nin.; to be bothered ." 



AJ 1 thia aoundod pretty tli.IMy. ~/e were deni ed even the ruin~ 
cooperation that mi~t be extended t o the Perth Gazette, or to t he Aust ralian 
Department ot lntomation, \7e dickered tor daya, there in Briabane. At CIIQ 
1 felt like a erose between an en""'Y alien , and a priv&te, second class , 

Pinallr, Cononel Diller nid that 1t we could show definitely -.hat 
•you can do !or ue" they "WOUld cireU:ate a queation!Ure on redio reception 
u ong the troopa . llike wrote him a lett.er . He o&id he never received it. 
I ohowod him a copy. P1nally, I wrote tho questionnaire, and he a~reed to 
mimeograph it and send it around . That's the last we hoard rr~ Diller . 

GHQ, 
-.lee 

That is the extent o! the cooperation which we have received !rom 
I might ~ention one more thing. !tlerle Sndth suggested it might be 

tor ue to send GHQ copiea o! all cables and letters we eond to Oi'ii I 

The docoralization of the Australian troops no more apparf!nt in 
Brisbane than in any other city. I could never be accused of what Australian• 
call a 11wowser" but I am frankly shocked at the drunkedness I ' ve seen amonp; 
the Aussies , In Briabane Aussies in unitonm reel through t he atreets all 
day and all night . They a ren't happy drunks. They're just sodden , with their 
baggy, shoddy uniform3 hanging sack-like from them. Their urtl'l>l'IM alone are 
enough to give them an \n'eriority comple><, ccr.pared with the herieans , 

And or coune ihe ,....,!'!can troops ge~ all the pretty llirla , and 
they have JtO!'e money, and the Amari can canteens are cleaner and better 
equipped, and the ..mericans have snap &nd drive and are &Reer tor a scrap, 
The Aussies who came home after being aauled in 6gypt and Sineapore can only 
brood and drink. 

It is no wonder that one Australian publisher told ua, ln Brisbane, 
--r.e are already a conquered people , " 

Ye~ essentially the Australians are good sollt ers , as strong and brave 
as our own. But they have a tradition of no discipline, or being hell- raisere 
and i ndjvidu&lists , It hasn't done t hem any good in this m8Chine war . 

'1/e !eel that the whole country reflecte the demoraliution of tho 
Australian troops. It ia not our opiniun alone, !r011 personal observation, 
thllt the Aussies are demoralized , and that the whole country 1a in the dumps 
with them. It is tho opinion of every important man to whoa we have talked, 
and of Auetrelian Md American officers, outsi de of CIIQ. r.e didn't discuu 
it at ~. 

?le are therefore convinced that our one big irunediate job is to help 
give the Aussies back t h.ir salt-respect, fire thoo with an offensive spirit, 
and vonvert them into first line troop• who think they can l ick the Japs , man 
Cor u.n. 

Jt 1s tor this ..... eon that we have concocted the alor.,an, •Every Digger 
a CO"llllllndo . • "'e hope to sell it, through the press and radio here , and wi~h 
tt.e help of OU in America and &!gland , to the Australian peof'le. l'le nnt to 
convince the Aussies that the way to win the war and save their people ia to 
Corm of ~hemselves a powerful otfensi va Amy, !it to c&rry the tight to the 
enemy. 



"le have made a cau~iouo beginntns, by enlloting the ~id of !'rank Pac ker, 

the ~oat aggressive and one of t~e Most p~ertul ~uotr&lian publ ishero , who 
b aleo M Austrsllan officer. He •nte to etart the ball rolling in his 
>:ocen•s ~eekly, the cara &ine with the lare:eat circulation in t.he country • 

• e are confident that every other important Australian publloher will 

!all into llne. (Fort.uMttly l.tl.ko kno•s moat of them very well, personally, 
and we have sounded eut acme of them. • They are all as concerned a• we about 

the disintegration or the fighting spirit of a fine nation . 

That, briefly, ia what has been goin~ on . 

fe want to hear from you ~ediettl7 the reaction or cr.l t.o what we 
have begun, for we cannot so ahead without t~e I!Nt complete and l.r.aginative 

aid from home . >:o will keep you infonned of everyt~ as it c""'"" up, 

Roeardo , 

# s Pat. Frank 

vV I 
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